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PROGRAM NOTE FROM NICK AND REBECCA

Welcome to the 2017 Rensselaer Holiday Concert! We are thrilled to present our original adaptation
of Henrik Ibsen’s 1867 play Peer Gynt, with music by Edvard Grieg. Ibsen’s play tells the story of
title character Peer Gynt, a Norwegian everyman who is a deeply flawed, beloved, and comic figure.
The tale follows Peer on a madcap romp spurred by the advice of a philosophizing monster (The
Boyg) to “go roundabout.” Peer wanders the world, from the troll-filled mountains of Norway, to
Morocco and the Middle East, encountering wild and wonderful creatures. A marvel of consistency
and resilience throughout, Peer never loses sight of his own inflated ego, penchant for outright

lies and brash exaggerations, and comically fragile sense of self. And when Peer finally returns
home once again, it seems his follies and failures have taught him nothing. Throughout Peer’s
misadventures, which are fraught with both peril and hilarity, he is magically protected by Solveig,
a beautiful girl from his village who loves him dearly, and is the true hero of the story.

Our new adaptation has worked to emphasize dramatic action, fantasy, and of course, Grieg's
enchanting score, which is not often heard beyond a few pieces collected in the Peer Gynt Suite.
Grieg's score combines well-known and beloved melodies with Norwegian folkloric tunes and sonic
impressions of fairy-tale landscapes. This production brings together several campus groups for
the first time: EMPAC, The Rensselaer Orchestra and Concert Choir, the students of the Advanced
Sculpture class under Prof. Jefferson Kielwagen’s mentorship, and student designers, crew, and
performers from the RPI Players. We are deeply grateful for the support received from the Office of
the President, the School of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences, The Rensselaer Student Union,
the RPI Players, and EMPAC to make this exciting new collaboration possible.

We hope you will enjoy the stunning orchestral and choral works, humor, and ultimate triumph
of the power of love showcased in this sparkling Norwegian fairy tale, as a storybook brought
to life on stage.

Wishing you and yours the very best of the holiday season,

Nicholas DeMaison and Rebecca Rouse
Dept. of the Arts
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Doug Fitch
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THIS PERFORMANCE WILL TAKE PLACE IN TWO ACTS,
WITH AN INTERMISSION IN BETWEEN.

Act 1: Peer Gynt Departs
Act 2: Peer Gynt Returns Home
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RENSSELAER CONCERT CHOIR
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